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Resolve to Save Lives Milestones

2017

September • Resolve to Save Lives
Resolve to Save Lives initiative launches

November • Cardiovascular Health - Hypertension Control
The India Hypertension Control Initiative (IHCI) launches in Punjab, Kerala, 
Madhya Pradesh, Telangana, and Maharashtra

2018

January • Cardiovascular Health - Hypertension Control
First patients are treated in Punjab, India using new protocol. Thousands of 
patients are treated in the first few weeks

March • Cardiovascular Health - Hypertension Control
The World Health Organization (WHO), Resolve, and partner organizations 
release HEARTS, a technical package for effective management of hypertension

April • Cardiovascular Health - Hypertension Control
Simple, an app for hypertension management, begins prototyping in India

May • Cardiovasular Health - Trans Fat Elimination
Resolve supports WHO to launch the REPLACE Action package for the global 
elimination of trans fats in the food supply

June • Prevent Epidemics - Advocacy
PreventEpidemics.org, the world's first website to show how prepared each 
country is for an epidemic, launches

July • Cardiovasular Health - Trans Fat Elimination
With support from Resolve, Thailand passes best practice regulations to 
become trans fat-free

September • Cardiovascular Health - LINKS
LINKS launches, in partnership with WHO and the CDC Foundation, as an 
online platform to connect the global cardiovascular health community

https://preventepidemics.org
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2019

February • Prevent Epidemics - Country Level
Resolve establishes dedicated epidemic preparedness teams in Ethiopia, 
Uganda and Nigeria to build capacity and accelerate response to outbreaks

March • Prevent Epidemics - Country Level
The Program Management for Epidemic Preparedness (PMEP) initiative 
launches, providing training, mentoring, and coaching to 27 mid-level public 
health managers from seven countries in project management to improve 
implementation of key preparedness activities

July • Cardiovascular Health - Hypertension Control
Resolve’s application is approved and WHO adds fixed-dose combination 
hypertension tablets to the Essential Medicines List

July • Prevent Epidemics - Global Level
100 countries successfully complete Joint External Evaluations (JEE), 
highlighting more than 7,000 life-threatening gaps in epidemic preparedness 
that need to be addressed

July • Cardiovascular Health - Hypertension Control
India Hypertension Control Initiative announces plans to expand to 100 
districts covering all Indian states.

September • Prevent Epidemics - Global Level
World Bank commits more than $1 billion in new preparedness projects

September • Cardiovasular Health - Sodium Reduction
First-of-its-kind mass media behavior change campaign focused on sodium 
reduction is conducted in China with Resolve support

November • Prevent Epidemics - Country Level
With support from Resolve and other partners, Nigeria increases its overall 
preparedness score from 39 to 46 percent

November • Prevent Epidemics - Country Level
Uganda clears their reds! Resolve supports Uganda to increase their 
preparedness scores by removing all red scores in health emergency 
preparedness and response, with immediate benefits in reducing the risk  
of Ebola spreading from DRC in 2019

December • Cardiovascular Health  - Trans Fat Elimination 
With support from Resolve, Brazil passes best practice regulations to become 
trans-fat free
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2020

January • Resolve to Save Lives
70 core staff working in the USA, China, India, Nigeria, and Ethiopia

January • Resolve to Save Lives
Our programs reach 40 countries

February • Prevent Epidemics - Covid-19 Response
Resolve pivots to support COVID-19 response, providing support to more 
than 60 countries, including the production of 148 technical materials, 
delivery of rapid response funds to 23 countries, and training to more than 
40,000 health care workers in 8,000 primary health facilities in 30 countries, 
facilitating the safe screening of more than 5 million patients

March • Prevent Epidemics - Advocacy
With support from Resolve, advocates in Senegal demonstrate the value of 
investments in epidemic preparedness, which were incorporated into the 
Ministry of Health's workplan for 2021-2023

May • Cardiovasular Health - Trans Fat Elimination
With support from Resolve, Turkey passes best practice regulations to 
become trans fat free

July • Cardiovasular Health - Sodium Reduction
Mass media behavior change campaign focused on sodium reduction is 
conducted in Vietnam with Resolve support

September • Resolve to Save Lives
150 core staff working in the USA, China, India, Nigeria, and Ethiopia

November • Cardiovasular Health - Trans Fat Elimination
With Resolve support, WHO announces trans fat elimination certification, the 
first-ever certification for a non-communicable disease

December • Prevent Epidemics - Advocacy
With support from Resolve and partners, advocates succeed in encouraging 
the government to increase the budget for Nigeria CDC by 75%, and Kano 
state adds a budget line for epidemic preparedness
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2021

January • Cardiovasular Health - Sodium Reduction
WHO and Resolve launch the Action Framework for Developing and 
Implementing Public Food Procurement and Service Policies for a Healthy Diet

January • Prevent Epidemics – Advocacy 
Resolve publishes a landmark report, Protecting Health Care Workers: A 
Need for Urgent Action, outlining the risks health care workers face and 
advocating for five key ways to protect them

February • Resolve to Save Lives, Inc
Incorporates as Resolve to Save Lives, Inc. in the US, and submits application 
for 501(c)(3) tax-exempt status

February • Cardiovasular Health - Sodium Reduction
Mass media behavior change campaign focused on sodium reduction is 
conducted in Ethiopia with Resolve support

March • Resolve to Save Lives, Inc
Vital Strategies and Resolve to Save Lives announce plans for Resolve to 
become an independent nonprofit organization

March • Cardiovasular Health - Trans Fat Elimination
With support from Resolve, India passes best practice regulation to become 
trans fat free, which will protect more than 1 billion people

April • Prevent Epidemics – Advocacy 
Resolve publishes Epidemics That Didn’t Happen, a report featuring case 
studies of effective responses to infectious disease outbreaks, including 
analyses of successful early responses to COVID-19

April • Cardiovascular Health – Sodium Reduction 
John Hopkins University and Resolve launch Global Sodium Reduction 
Strategies, a free online course

April • Cardiovascular Health – Trans Fat Elimination 
Trans fat regulations go into effect in the European Union, bringing the 
number of people protected by best practice trans fat elimination policies  
to 2.9 billion

May • Cardiovascular Health – Sodium Reduction 
WHO and Resolve launch Global Sodium Benchmarks for Different  
Food Categories

June • Prevent Epidemics – COVID-19 Response 
Resolve fielded a survey to assess public awareness and understanding of 
the long-term effects of COVID-19 and vaccine hesitancy, and found that 
vaccine-hesitant people may be swayed to get vaccinated if they know  
about the effects of “long COVID.

https://www.paho.org/en/documents/who-global-sodium-benchmarks-different-food-categories
https://www.paho.org/en/documents/who-global-sodium-benchmarks-different-food-categories
https://preventepidemics.org/covid19/resources/protecting-hcw/
https://preventepidemics.org/covid19/resources/protecting-hcw/
https://preventepidemics.org/epidemics-that-didnt-happen/
https://globalhypertensionathopkins.org/courses/sodium
https://globalhypertensionathopkins.org/courses/sodium
https://www.paho.org/en/documents/who-global-sodium-benchmarks-different-food-categories
https://www.paho.org/en/documents/who-global-sodium-benchmarks-different-food-categories
https://preventepidemics.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Report_Long_COVID_Survey.pdf
https://preventepidemics.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Report_Long_COVID_Survey.pdf
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2021 cont.

July • Prevent Epidemics – Global Level 
Resolve debuted 7-1-7, a global goal for early detection of and response  
to disease threats, and began working with partners to pilot the project in 
three countries

July • Cardiovascular Health – Trans Fat Elimination  
With support from Resolve and Global Health Advocacy Incubator (GHAI), 
the Philippines passed a best practice regulation to become trans fat  
free. When implemented in 2022, this regulation will protect over 100  
million people

July • Cardiovascular Health – Sodium Reduction 
With support from Resolve and grantee ImagineLaw, Quezon City became 
the first city in the Philippines requiring all food served and sold in its city-
run institutions to be low in salt and trans fat free

August • Prevent Epidemics – Hypertension 
WHO released a new Guideline for Pharmacological Treatment of 
Hypertension in Adults — the first update in over 20 years—outlining 
evidence-based strategies to address global hypertension

September • Prevent Epidemics – Advocacy 
As part of its regular round-ups of new scientific evidence on COVID-19, 
Resolve’s Epidemic Intelligence Unit published  the latest in a series of  
guides about how schools can safely reopen for in-person learning during 
the pandemic

September • Cardiovascular Health - Hypertension Control 
The Simple app passed 1,000,000 patients with hypertension and diabetes 
enrolled in Bangladesh, Ethiopia and India 

September • Resolve to Save Lives, Inc 
Received recognition as a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt not-for-profit organization 

>1 M

https://preventepidemics.org/preparedness/7-1-7/
https://preventepidemics.org/preparedness/7-1-7/
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240033993
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240033993
https://preventepidemics.org/covid19/science/review/
https://preventepidemics.org/covid19/science/review/september-1-2021/
https://preventepidemics.org/covid19/science/review/september-1-2021/
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Ongoing

2017-2021 • Cardiovascular Health – Hypertension
Resolve supports ministries of health in partner countries—including 
Bangladesh, China, Ethiopia, India, Nigeria, the Philippines, Thailand, Turkey, 
and Vietnam—to implement hypertension management control programs. 
To date, more than 4 million people have enrolled and 1.9 million have 
controlled their hypertension across target countries. More than 23,000 
health workers are trained in HEARTS package approach to hypertension 
care delivery. Resolve-supported simple treatment protocols are now 
adopted as national policy in Ethiopia, the Philippines and three countries in 
the PAHO region, and as state policy in 20 Indian states

2018-2021 • Cardiovasular Health - Trans Fat Elimination
Trans fat regulations are currently in effect for more than 2.9 billion people in 
56 countries, protecting 39% of the global population; of these, 38 countries 
have best-practice policies in effect (covering 1.15 billion people—15% of 
the global population), and will increase with new regulations expected from 
Bangladesh, Nigeria and the Philippines

2018-2021 • Cardiovasular Health - Sodium Reduction
Resolve-supported programs have reached over 119.3 million individuals 
with sodium reduction messaging and education, and are advancing policies 
to reduce sodium in the food environment across multiple countries

2020-2021 • Prevent Epidemics – Advocacy
Resolve leads the Partnership for Evidence-Based Response to COVID-19, 
which collects data from African Union Member States to help inform 
policymakers on the acceptability, impact and effectiveness of public health 
and social measures for COVID-19

2020-2021 • Prevent Epidemics – Advocacy
The Epidemic Intelligence Unit produces tools, guidance and analysis on 
disease transmission to help leaders make science-based decisions. Its work 
includes regular round-ups of new scientific evidence on COVID-19, and a 
comprehensive playbook that helps decision-makers manage and adapt 
COVID-19 responses

TBD • Resolve to Save Lives, Inc
Incorporate as a Private Limited Company in India

https://preventepidemics.org/covid19/perc/
https://preventepidemics.org/covid19/science/review/
https://preventepidemics.org/covid19/resources/playbook/

